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WEST ACRE
THE OUTFITTERS

As you can see from the clothing list there are some items which must be purchased from our recognised outfitters.  If you live a very long way away you might want to “do” the outfitters on the same days as the New Boys’ Tea Party, but allow plenty of time and I suggest you ring them in advance.  They are particularly busy on this day.  If you can make your trip early during the summer holidays then so much the better.  
I do however recommend ringing ahead to check opening hours etc.  The week or two before term starts is very busy.  Contact details are as follows:
SHOES  

Lace-ups are preferable to the slip-on style.  Basic standard black style.  Please don’t send him with shoes more appropriate to mountain climbing, so heavy “tyre track” soles are not appropriate!  A shoe cleaning kit (with encouragement to use it, would be appreciated).

WHITE SHIRTS

Both outfitters have a white shirt with a proper “tail” so that does have great merit.  Obviously white shirts can be purchased in many places.
SAFETY ITEMS

For reasons I am sure you would support, a boys may not take the field for rugger, Harrow football or soccer without shin guards/pads and a mouthguard/gum shield.

However, some boys have a tendency to misplace mouthguards (and shin pads) and a reserve set might be a good idea. 

CRICKET CLOTHING   

You may not want to purchase this initially.  Your son may grow a great deal between now and next April.   The basic item for all is the cricket sweater.  If your son is likely to play any school cricket (please remember we run 6 “Yearlings” teams, so plenty of room for the happy amateur!) then by next April he will need cricket trousers, shirts and either cricket boots or essentially white outdoor trainers.  Boys should never bat in any game without a proper “box”/protector nor without the use of a helmet.

BED LINEN

Duvet, 2 covers and pillow cases (we do provided pillow cases, but some boys prefer their favourites from home) should be fire retardant, if at all possible.  

LUGGAGE

Please do not bring a trunk.  They are heavy to cart around and easily damage the walls and staircases.  Boys find it much easier to handle and store suitcases or soft luggage bags.  Remember everything that you bring has, in most cases, to be taken away at the end of each term.  Whatever very limited storage space we have is kept for those living abroad.  Each boy has a lockable desk cupboard and a safe so there is no real need for a tuck box.
An alarm clock would be a very useful addition!
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